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Burial Information: 




Confirmed Identity 
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Grave Stone Correction 




Questionable Identity 




Grave Records Correction 




Incorrect Identity 




Request for CWGC Details 
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Other 





Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 



Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Wheeler, Earl Gilbert 


i 


Dury Mill British Cemetery 


link 


1 3 tn Bde, 5 tn Division CFA 


i 


Dury, Pas de Calais 


i 


Gunner #2327329 


i 


Plot 2 Row E Grave 1 


i 


September 2, 1918 


link 


Date of Burial / Exhumation 




Attestation Papers 


link 


Cemetery Schematic 


link 


Service Record 




Graves Registration Report 


5 


Circumstance of Casualty 




Concentration of Grave 




CEF Canada Register 


1 


Headstone Register 




War Diary Extract(s) 


2 


Casualty Spreadsheet 




Area Map(s) 




Trench Map Exhumation 




Trench Map(s) 


3 


Grave Stone Photograph 




Possible Candidates List 


4 


Grave Stone Inscription 




Excluded Candidates List 




Memorial Inscription/Photo 




Other 




Other 





Summary of Findings: 

The CWGC records for Dury Mill British Cemetery show that Grave 2.E.1 contains an 
unknown soldier of the 5 th Canadian Division. The only active component of the 5 th 
Division in the Great War 1 91 4-1 921 was the 5 th Divisional Artillery. 

The only soldier not accounted for from the 5 th Canadian Division is Driver Earl Gilbert 
Wheeler who was killed in the Arras-Cambrai Sector on September 2, 1918. 



Driver Earl Gilbert Wheeler 
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Dury Mill British Cemetery 2.E.1 



Details of Findings: 

The research evidence is conclusive in this case, based on the following: 

1 . The records of the Commonwealth War Grave Commission (Grave Registration 
Report Form & Headstone Schedule) are clear that the grave located at Plot 2 Row 
E Grave 1 contains the remains of an UNKNOWN SOLDIER of the 5 th Canadian 
Division. 

2. The ORBAT {Order of Battle) shows the only section of the 5 th Canadian Division 
that served as an active component of the Canadian Expeditionary Force in the 
Great War of 1 91 4-1921 was the 5 th Divisional Artillery. The units of the 5 th CFA 
were: 

a. 13th Brigade C.F.A. (52nd Field Battery 53rd Field Battery 55th Field Battery 
51st Howitzer Battery) 

b. 14th Brigade C.F.A. (60th Field Battery 61st Field Battery 66th Field Battery 
58th Howitzer Battery) 

c. 5th Division Ammunition Column, Signal Detachment, Mechanical Transport, 
Train and Reinforcement Depot 

3. There were 7 fatalities on September 2, 1918 which included four (4) in the 1 4 th 
Brigade, two (2) in the 13 th Brigade and one (1) in the 5 th Trench Mortar Battery. All 
of the soldiers killed, except one, have known grave locations. Gunner Earl Gilbert 
Wheeler (of the 13 th Brigade) has no known grave and thus his name appears on 
the Vimy Memorial. The only date upon which there was an unknown soldier killed 
in action from the 5 th Canadian Division in France during the First World War was 
September 2, 1918. 

4. The war diary reports the 1 3 th Brigade of the 5 th Divisional Artillery was engaged in 
the cutting of wire along the Drocourt-Queant Line in front of Dury on September 1 , 
1 91 8 and in a major barrage of the Drocourt-Queant Line on September 2, 1 91 8. 
During this period, components of the 13 th Brigade moved from the vicinity of 
Boiry-Notre-Dame (51 B 04) to the area between Haucourt and Dury (51 B PI 9). It 
is in this vicinity that it was first reported that six (6) ORs (Other Ranks) had been 
injured. We know that two of those died, both drivers (Midy Willette and Earl 
Wheeler). 

5. We are able to rely on the Commonwealth War Grave Register, held by Library 

and Archives Canada, to confirm the date of September 2, 1918. We are not able 
to review the details of the “Circumstance of Death File” for Driver Wheeler as it is 
in the group that was lost or destroyed during the Second World War. In this 
particular case, that is not important as it might be in other situations, as there is 
only one possible candidate for this grave location. 



Action Required: 

It is our contention, based on the evidentiary facts, that the only possible remains that 
can be in the grave located at Dury British Cemetery Plot 2 Row E Grave 1 are those of 
Driver Earl Gilbert Wheeler. The headstone at that location should be replaced to reflect 
this new information. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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ATTACHMENT #2 
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ATTACHMENT #3 
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ATTACHMENT #4 



WRIGHT, CLAUDE MILLARD 

Acting Bombardier 1 260428 1 4 th Bde. 5 th CFA 

02/09/1918 LIGNY-ST. FLOCHEL BRITISH CEMETERY, AVERDOINGT 



WALLAS, WILLIAM ALLEN 

Sergeant 331 883 1 4 th Bde. 5 th CFA 

02/09/1918 FAUBOURG D'AMIENS CEMETERY, ARRAS 



WILLETTE, MIDY 

Driver 304657 13 th Bde. 5 th CFA 

02/09/1918 AUBIGNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 



BOOTH, ALBERT LAMBERT 1 4 th Bde. 5 th CFA 
Gunner 336904 

02/09/1918 MONCHY BRITISH CEMETERY, MONCHY-LE-PREUX 



DARRAGH, FRANCIS WILLIAM Trench Mortar Battery, 5 th CFA 

Gunner 320990 

02/09/1918 DURY CRUCIFIX CEMETERY 



CLAPSTONE, LEO 1 4 th Bde. 5 th CFA 

Corporal 331803 

02/09/1918 FAUBOURG D’AMIENS CEMETERY, ARRAS 



WHEELER, EARL GILBERT 1 3 th Bde. 5 th CFA 

Driver 2327329 

02/09/1918 VIMY MEMORIAL 



III. E. 26. 



VI. F. 21. 



IV. E. 5. 



II. D. 29. 



II. D. 35. 



VI. F. 27. 
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ATTACHMENT #5 



* COMPREHENSIVE REPORT. 15-7-20. . „ w 00 „ 0 

^ \ _ Army term VV^ 3372, 

GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 

No. l-#latrlot. 

"B" No. 0 . 199 . REPORT No. 1 SCHEDULE No. 16 . c. 

COMMUNE:- DUHY 



PLACE OF BURIAL DUHY MILL BRITISH CEMETERY, 



Map Reference 51b. P.27, central 



(. l 3 OCT '1920 



The following are buried here : — 



Itegimeut 



54/Can Adi an Bn. 
54/ do. 

R. A. F. 
46/canadian Bn. 

102/0anadian Bn. 
4/ Can. L.T.M.B. 
ll/Oan. L.T.M.B. 
11/ do. ' 



54/Canadlan Bn. 

54/ do • 

54/ do. 

54/ do. 

102/ do. 

102/ do. 

102/ do . 



e*. 

t./i 



No. 



PLOT 



.41334 

310630$ 

154352 



Name 



Hank 

ami Initials 



Date I Cross Erected : Plot, llovv 

.of Death i or G. 11. U'd. I and Grave 



2t ROW "D” (Oont^) 






703402| 

335031 

907592 

663841 



2607534 
772034 
257 547 



796645 

150399 

2529418 

731271 



5th Canadian Div. 

■fiQth Squad. R. A. F. 

r/^S^R. A. F. 

54/CanadianBn. 237308 



PITCHFORD 

LANE 

CLARKE 

KEWENZIE 

DUGUID 

HARRISON 

HOGG 

DENYESS 

HARTMAN 
CAMPBELL / 
ROOT ' 
MANLEY 

SELLAR 
BRADFORD " 

rHUiUTO ^z' 

FALK 



Pte.O.S. 
Pte.W.S. 
2/Lt.H.W 
Pte. I. 

Opl. G. 
Pte.O.M. 
Pte. A. 
Pte. 

Lt. Ttyt. 

Pte. D. 
Pte. F. 
Pte. W. 



6-9-18 



n 

3L/qr/v7> 

b| CJ^VS 

r- 

n 



GRUd 

c_c.»-*|e 

E 
E 

E 

» 

E 
E 



a 






Pte.F.H.i. 

Pte. R. | 1 

^TPte.L.A. 

Pte.J.E. I bj c^j ’ to 



PLOT 2 t ROW 



VS 



E 

GRUd' 
GRUd 
E 

GRUd 
E 



E" 



Y OOLEMAN >(lt. 



25 

28 -T 210 

27 

28 



29 

50 



■f/sl 

82 






/ 33 

34 

35 

36 






37 

38 

39 

40 






iPr o v . qrope , 




6 31 5) W118S— 1*183 15.00- 10/17 H\VV(P] 17) 

114— 1 90S 70,000 1/18 



Forms[W3372/2 



-■ A ^ 11 A* 

QJtf 
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